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“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me”   
(Matthew 25:40) 

 

Serving the people of the Amazon Jungle 
 

* felipenathaniel@msn.com  
   

Iquitos – August 2007 
  

Dear friends,  
 Greetings and best wishes to you all. After a short visit home to see my mum 
and family, followed by a few weeks in Lima helping out priest friends of mine in the 
shanty towns around the edges of Lima, I have been back in Iquitos since the middle 
of July. It is good to be back in my place of mission and serving the poor in this most 
abandoned and abused area of the country and our world. 
 
 You will have heard the news of the earthquake south of Lima, one of the most 
terrifying and devastating, 7.9 on the Richter scale, lasting for over 2 minutes and 
followed by hundreds of lesser quakes. The destruction is overwhelming leaving over 
5,000 families without homes. The hospitals and clinics are overflowing with the 
injured lying on tables and floors, fortunately the number of deaths was fairly low for 
an earthquake of that magnitude – a little over 500 people – but that is no 
consolations to family, friendsand neighbours. The whole country is in mourning and 
there is an feeling of tremendous sadness in all our hearts. We here in Iquitos are 
doing all we can to collect clothes, blankets, food and money to help the areas and 
people more severely affected. 
 
 Please don’t worry about us, we feel shocked as does everyone but we are 
well and carrying on our work as normal. Thank you for the e-mails we’ve received 
from so many people who care for us and were worried in case we had been hurt. 
The bishop of Hexham & Newcastle Diocese phoned my nephew – Fr. Joseph Plumb 
– to make sure we were OK and for that gesture of solidarity we both felt deeply 
grateful. 
 
 My main task at the moment is to acquire land to build a centre from which we 
can serve the people who have been displaced by the flooding of the rivers and are 
forming new towns outside Iquitos (Over 50 miles of small shanty towns and 
villages).  

Those poor people build their homes out of sticks, poles, rusty old oil drums, 
palm-leaf roofs and whatever else they can find; they use water from the streams to 
drink and wash. Some – those nearer to Iquitos – have managed to get the local 
government to provide electricity at least for a couple of hours each night but the 
majority still have to depend on candles and kerosene lamps for light, practically all 
have to cook on open fires – fortunately there are normally sticks around to collect for 
firewood. They are tremendous people, they work hard to make ends meet, and, they 
are so very grateful for our presence among them in their struggle to build up their 
homes and communities and for whatever service we can provide. There is little or no 
health care and medicines are expensive; small school are provided but the fees and 
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educational needs must be paid for, many families just have no means whatsoever of 
paying for either and so illnesses go untreated and many children receive no 
education at all. 
  

I am just beginning to help out in that area and am looking for a suitable base 
from which to better serve the people and to live among them. 

 
For us August is an important month, preparing for the feast of Saint Rose of 

Lima, celebrated here on 30th August. Saint Rose was a young lay woman who 
dedicated her life to praying for the needs of the poor and assisting Saint Martin de 
Porres (also from Lima) in serving the poorest people with whatever mean they could 
beg from people a little more well off.  

I promise to commend you all to the prayers of St. Rose during this time and I 
beg your help to continue St. Rose’s example by serving the poor of Peru in 
whatever way we able. 

 
I am sorry to inform you that due to ill health John Pendlebury can no longer 

continue a my Financial Agent. John has fulfilled that task faithfully and accompanied 
me in my mission for the past 19 years, I feel so grateful to him and ask you to keep 
him in your prayers. Maureen Bennett has kindly agreed to continue John’s work for 
the poor as my Financial Agent, her address is below. 

 
God bless and reward you all. 
 
Padre Felipe   (Fr. Philip Nathaniel) 

 
 
Postal address: 
Rev. Fr. Philip Nathaniel 
Apartado 108 
IQUITOS 
Perú 
S. América 
  
MAKE A GIFT FOR THE POOR 
If you can help the poor of the Amazon by making a gift, send a donation to the following address:       
   
Fr. Nathaniel’s Mission 
C/O:                               or                  C/O: 
Maureen Bennett                              Fr. Brendan Curley 
Kids Allowed                               St. Cuthbert’s Presbytery 
Derwent Avenue                          3 Palatine Road   
Manchester                                  Withington    
M21 7QS    M20 3LH 
England                                               England 
  
Or, by Bank Deposit or a Direct Debit Order to: 
            Fr. Nathaniel’s Mission - Royal Bank of Scotland  
            Sort Code:160002 A/C N° 20071227      (A registered charity in Great Britain) 
In the USA to: 
            Philip A Nathaniel - Sovereign Bank A/C N° 62000016212  
  
When making a donation via the bank, please, inform me by letter to the above address or by e-mail to 
felipenathaniel@msn.com in order to acknowledge your gift.  
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